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ber of physicians as yellow fever), 1 ; typhoid fever, 5 ; diphtheria, 2 ; 
dysentery, 3; infectious fever, 1. From this it appears that typhoid 
and dysentery are on the increase. The latter is to be expected, but 
with regard to the former I am inclined to believe that some cases of 
"simple continued fever of the tropics" are erroneously diagnosed as 
typhoid fever. The weather is warm, calm, and oppressive. Showers 
are not as frequent nor as heavy as they should be at this season of the 
year. The general sanitary condition of the town continues good. 
Very respectfully, Q-. M. Guitebas, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Supervising Subgeon-Genebal, 

JJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Mortuary statistics from Santiago de Cuba. 

Santiago de Cuba, May 8, 1899. 

Sib : I have the honor to transmit herewith, mortuary statistics for 
the city of Santiago de Cuba during the past ten years. These inter- 
esting figures were kindly collected for us by Sr. Eduardo Yero, the 
alcalde's clerk, after much searching through musty records. The 
figures are taken from official reports. 

It will be seen that — 

Smallpox. — Smallpox was severely epidemic here in 1896, when 854 of 
the civil population died in nine months. The disease spent its force 
early in 1897, but, without doubt, left widespread infection throughout 
the city. Cases of smallpox break out every now and then, as unvacci- 
nated material presents itself. 

Tuberculosis. — Tuberculosis is always present, and claims more victims 
annually than any other fever ; yet it is not feared, and receives little 
attention. 

Yellow fever. — Deaths occur every year from yellow fever. The 
number of cases varies greatly in different years. In 1892 there were 
only 6 deaths, and in 1893 but 4 deaths from this source, while in 1894, 
1895, 1896, and 1897 there were many deaths, due in part to the number 
of unacclimated Spanish troops brought into the city. Yellow fever 
may exist here during every month of the year, though it is usually at 
its worst from July to December, the rainy season. 

Pernicious fever. — There are from 50 to 200 deaths from this cause 
every year, and while doubt may properly exist as to the accuracy of 
the diagnosis, the pernicious form of malarial fevers is always present. 
It exists during every month of the year, but is more severe during 
May, June, and July. It is to be noted that unlike yellow fever, per- 
nicious fever claims more natives than the unacclimated. In the ten 
years there were 1,082 deaths from thi3 cause in the civil population, 
and only 58 among the troops. 

Eespectfully, yours, M. J. Eosenau, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

The Supervising Subgeon-Genebal, 

TJ. 8. Marine -Hospital Service. 
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Sanitary report from Santiago. 

Santiago de Cuba, June 17, 1899. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the sanitary 
condition of Santiago, Cuba, during the week ended June 17 : There 
was a total of 23 deaths, a decrease of 7, in the civil population of 
the city, the following being the principal causes : Yellow fever, 1 ; 
malarial fever, 5 ; tuberculosis, 4 ; intestinal diseases, 2 ; beriberi, 1 ; 
tetanus, 1 ; diphtheria, 1 ; other causes, 8 ; total, 23. Estimated popu- 
lation, 40,000; mortality, 29.9. 

This week was characterized by the first recognition of yellow fever 
this year, but I have made this the subject of a special report. There 
were 2 cases of diphtheria with 1 death. 

A total of 24 vessels was inspected — 17 on arrival and 7 on departure. 
Two vessels bound for southern ports in the United States were disin- 
fected, the Norwegian steamship Ella, bound for Quebec via Key West, 
and the American schooner Charles M. Patterson, bound for Savannah, 
Ga. This work will increase as the fact becomes generally known that 
vessels can be disinfected at this port and the time passed in transit to 
the United States counted on the period of detention. I am informed 
that masters or owners of vessels refuse to charter their vessels to Cuban 
ports, owing to the length of time passed in quarantine at the end of the 
return voyage. 

Bespectfully, yours, Herman B. Parker, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. 8. 

The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Yellow fever in Santiago. 

Asst. Surg. H. E. Parker reports July 3, that there have been, approx- 
imately, 100 cases of yellow fever with 20 deaths in Santiago, principally 
among the soldiers. 



